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a long way off, but as he did not mention me in his
telegram, Holland assumed that his proposal was
approved. I accordingly moved my quarters to
Basrah on the 28th, and settled down with Boxwell,
the Military Governor of Basrah, and Mackenzie,
in a typical Basrah house with two stories of narrow,
badly paved rooms set round a central courtyard,, in
the middle of which was the only drain-pipe in the
house. Philby, who had been working in Basrah
with me, was taken away by Holland to look after
the accounts of the province, and was soon after-
wards appointed Financial Assistant to the Chief
Political Officer.
On the same day that I thus embarked on my
Civil career I got a belated letter from Hungerford,
of my own regiment, who had been with the 11 yth
Mahrattas at the battle of Kut al Amara. In this
he said :
" I will begin by telling you that this paltan (the
117th Mahrattas) has made a great name for itself
over its brilliant performance. The men were
really marvellous and are now honestly the admira-
tion of the whole force. They had to advance over
a * billiard table' as usual, and attack a redoubt,
or rather c occupy 3 a redoubt which was supposed
to be vacated by the enemy. They had a most
murderous fire brought on them at very close range,
but they never even checked. Not a single man fell
behind to look after wounded. A man was done up
and left behind as he should be, and the men went
on as hard as ever, cheering like hell all the time.
Our casualties of 45 per cent, speak for themselves.
One really could not have seen a more dashing
display of absolute recklessness. I can only de-
scribe them as wonderful."